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Ko Tūhuru, ko tōku Tūrangawaewae, ko ngā Tūmanako
Our Ancestor, our Place to stand, our Aspirations

Ngāti Waewae* does not currently enjoy the status of an equal Treaty partner in its own rohe (territory) for a variety of reasons. These reasons are rooted locally and are unique to the histories and geography of that tribal territory. External factors (including Ngāti Waewae’s relationship with the Crown and other Māori groupings) are also central to this problem. 

My proposed Phd research aims to explore the history of that Treaty relationship between Ngāti Waewae and the Crown (particularly schools) and how a range of local and distant factors undermine Ngāti Waewae aspirations to enter a meaningful Treaty partnership that, (i) actively protects Ngāti Waewae education interests and, (ii) guarantees full participation in the life of local schools.   The research also aims to critically review a Ngāti Waewae intitiative to provide professional development for local educators that it is hoped through a shared understanding of place, will lead to an equal Treaty partnership between the hapū and its local schools.

This paper aims to share the work done to date on this research and will therefore provide a glimpse into the hapū’s past, to generations back and to our ancestors survivance. The paper also intends to look at where we are now in the present in regards to education, where we stand.  Furthermore the paper will discuss the case study of professional development delivered to one group of educators.  An initiative that is hoped will reconcile and guarantee the survivance and aspirations of the hapū for generations to come.


*Ngāti Waewae (sub-tribe of Ngāi Tahu) consists of approximately 5000 members and is centred at Arahura Pā (village) on the West Coast of New Zealand’s South Island. The sub-tribe’s area is geographically large and isolated. Ngāi Tahu are the main tribe of New Zealand’s South Island totalling about 55, 000 members.

